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Vocabulary

Content- Area Words:

1-recruits : new members of a group or

team.

3— mission control: the people on Earth

who talk with and help astronauts in space.

5-weightlessness: the feeling of having
little or no weight.

7-mission: a specific job that a person or
group must do.

9-control panels: areas with buttons and

dials that control a machine.
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2—-Example: the new recruits had to learn

how to do their jobs.

4— Example: the astronaut called mission
control for help with problem.

6— Example: Astronauts in space feel
weightlessness when they float in the air.
8— Example: the detective's mission is to
find the lost computer.

10— Example: control panels on airplanes

have many buttons that do different jobs.
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Academic English:
1-undergo: to go through or experience 2-Example: | must undergo a health exam
something. before | can play on the soccer team.
3-simulate: to feel or look like something 4-Example: this video game can simulate a
else. real car race.
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Many kinds of workers become astronauts or people who travel in space . Teachers,
writers , doctors , scientists , and airplane pilots have become astronauts . They all enjoy
adventure and have studied hard . people who want to be astronauts must go through a
space . To enter the U.S. space program , a person must be good at math or science . He or
she must pass medical tests, fitness tests , and mental tests , or tests of the mind . The
space program looks for healthy people who work well with others .

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration, or NASA , runs the space program . A
person invited to join the space program does not become an astronauts right away . New
recruits train in classrooms for a year . They learn how a space shuttle (a spacecraft that
can hold people) works . They study weather, space, and computers . If they do well, they
can become astronauts . A new astronauts must undergo years of special training . New
astronauts might work with scientists who make shuttle machines and equipment . They
might also work with mission control to talk to crews in space . A crew is a group of people
who operate a spacecraft . This kind of work helps new astronauts learn and practice useful
skills . They will use these skills when they go into space . Some astronauts know how to fly
fast airplanes called jets when they enter the space program . Pilots, or people who fly
planes, stay good at flying by practicing often . Astronauts hoe don't know how to fly
planes must learn to be pilots . All astronauts need to learn how to fly a space shuttle by
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using the shuttle control panels . They practice landing an aircraft similar to the space
shuttle to learn how to bring it safely down to the ground .

Astronauts work under water to simulate moving around in a space suit . A space suit is
special clothing that astronauts wear to keep their bodies safe in space . To feel
weightlessness , astronauts ride in a special jet . The jet climbs high into the air and then
dives about 3 kilometers (2miles) . During these long dives, astronauts feel weightless for
30 to 60 seconds . The jet might dive 40 times in a day . Some astronauts feel sick to their
stomachs after doing this for a while . Astronauts have to be ready for any kind of
emergence , or surprise problem, on a mission . They learn many survival skills , or ways to
keep themselves alive in difficult situation . Only after they train , work , and practice with
crew members for years can astronauts go on a mission and do important experiments in
space .
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(p4)) &) \¢s) Comprehension skills

Mark box a ,b , or ¢ with an X before the choice that best completes each sentence .

Recalling facts

1-to join the space 2-New recruits spend their | 3—learning to fly and land

program, a person must: first year in the space a shuttle is a skill:
program in:

a)be a teacher. a)space. a) only shuttle pilots learn.

b) pass medical and fitness | b) classrooms. . b) all of the astronauts learn.

tests. . .

c) already have been an c) weightlessness room. c) none of the astronauts

astronaut. learn.

4- astronauts can go on a | 5-Astronauts work
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shuttle mission :
a) as soon as they join the
space program.

b) after they have been in
the space program for two
months.

c) after they have been in

the space program for years.

underwater to:

a) get ready for liftoffs.

b) practice holding their
breath.

C) learn how to move in a

space suit. .
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Understanding ideas

1-one skill an astronaut
learns in the space
program is how to:

a)ride a bicycle.

b) speak different languages.

2- astronauts fly on

special jets to:

a) feel weightlessness.

b) relax and have fun.

3- from the article, you
can conclude that
unhealthy people:

a) can be good astronauts.

b)often become astronauts.
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c) fly a shuttle by using the  c) get ready for their physical  c)will not be chosen to
shuttle control panels. . exams. . become astronauts .
4-A new astronaut in the 5- from the article, you
space program: can conclude that
astronauts have:
a)works in the space . a)no training.
program to gain knowledge.
b) flies on a shuttle mission | b)little training.
right away for practice.

C) doesn't need to learn new  c) a lot of training. .

things.
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Reading strategies:

1-recognizing words in context:
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Find the word adventure in the article. One definition below is closest to the meaning of
that word. One definition has the opposite or nearly the opposite meaning .The remaining
definition has a meaning that has nothing to do with the other two words. Label the

definitions C for closest, O for opposite or nearly opposite, and U for unrelated
O a) routine event.

U_ b) creative activity.

C o) risky action.

2-Distinguishing Fact from Opinion

Two of the statements below present facts, which can be proved. The other statement is
an opinion , Which expresses someone's thoughts or beliefs. Label the statements F for

fact and O for opinion.
F_a) only healthy people who get along with others can become astronaut.
O  b) writers make the best astronauts.

F ¢) you do not have to be a pilot to become an astronaut.

3-Making correct inferences

Two of the statements below are correct inferences, or reasonable guesses, that are based
on information in the article . the other statement is an incorrect, or faulty, inference. Label

the statements C for correct inference and | for incorrect inference.

C a) Astronauts know how to stay alive in dangerous situations.

C b) A healthy doctor could possibly become an astronaut.

| c) the job of mission control is to fly a space shuttle.
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4-understanding main ideas :

One of the statements below expresses the main idea of the article. Another statement is
too general, or too broad. The other explains only part of the article; it is too narrow. Label

the statements M for main idea, B for too broad, and N for too narrow.

N a) Astronauts train underwater to feel like they are in space.

M b) After years of many difficult tests and training programs, astronauts are ready for a

space mission.

B c) Astronauts must train for a long time.
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Exeanding Vocal_yulaiy §

Cross out one word or phrase in each row that is not related to the word in dark

type.

1- recruits: new team people
2-mission control: Earth talk astronauts @
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3—-control panels: shuttle
4-weightlessness: float

5-mission: job

buttons machine

gravity light
space astronaut

16 AV I Ala Ll () ARSI an) cden )

RTREN raaa sliae] o) Gaiaa )

¢hani oaY) ~Clian) 48 o -Y
BBY! & Ka aSaill s ol oY
EETLES ik Desa ) -t
;L'Aé d.q:; :ZA.Q_A o)

You can't change the past, so focus on making a great future.
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