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Vocabulary :

Content —Area words:

1-equator: an imaginary line that cuts Earth

into a top half and a bottom half.

2-Example: the weather is warm and

tropical near the equator.

3—air pressure: the force caused by the

weight of air.

4-Example: weather forecasters measure

air pressure to see whether it is low or high

5-damage: harm or injury that causes

something to be broken or useless.

6-Example: the only damage to the car was

a broken headlight.

7—-flooding: the rising or overflowing of

water over land.

8—-Example: After heavy rain, flooding from

the river destroyed many houses.

9-waves: moving ridges, such as those on

the surface of water.

10—-Example: the ocean waves crashed

onto the beach.
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Academic English:

1 1-Intense: very strong.

12—-Example: marry took medicine when

the pain in her leg became Intense.

13—duration: the amount of time something

lasts.

14-Example: the child sat quietly for the

duration of the movie.
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The text:

What makes a Hurricane?

¢ Juas) JSiy i

m hurricane is a powerful storm with strong winds and intense rains. \

The word hurricane comes from a word of the Taino people of the
Caribbean. The Taino word means "god of evil ". it is related to a word in

another language that means "god of wind and storm ".

People also use the words cyclones or typhoons when they talk about
hurricanes. When a hurricane occurs in Asia, people may call it a cyclone

or typhoon. Meteorologists, or scientists who study the weather ,often use

\ the words tropical cyclones when they talk about hurricanes. /
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2) Hurricanes form over the ocean places near the equator. In order for
these storms to form, the air and water must be certain conditions . the
ocean water must be 27 degrees Celsius (80 degrees Fahrenheit) or

warmer. The air must be warm and moist, or filled with tiny

droplets of water.
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GAir is made up of particles, or small pieces of matter . when the air is warm,\

the particles are far apart. When the air is cold, the particles are closer
together. Warm air forms an area with low air pressure. Cold air forms a high-
pressure area. Hurricanes can form only in places with low—pressure air.
Warm ocean waters heat the low—pressure air. This makes the air travel higher

and form tall clouds. As the warmed air rises ,high—pressure air quickly comes

erom the sides. This creates wind. /
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/4) The rotation, or turning, of Earth causes the growing storm to spin. If the \
storm stays over warm water, it keeps growing. If the winds reach a speed of
61 kilometers (38 miles) per hour, meteorologists call the storm a tropical

storm. If the winds reach a speed of 119 kilometers (74 miles) per hour,

meteorologists call the storm a hurricane.
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GA hurricane is shaped like a thick ring with a hollow, or empty, center. \

The center is called the eye. Inside the eye, the winds are calm and the sky
has no clouds. Sometimes people make a mistake by thinking a hurricane is
over when the eye passes over them. The eye is surrounded by strong
winds and tall thunderclouds that cause heavy rains. The duration of a

hurricane can be as short as a few hours or as long as a few weeks. It will

Qot stop or get weaker until it moves over cold water or land. /
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6) Hurricanes cause millions of dollars in damage. The powerful winds destroy
homes, rip roofs off buildings, break windows, knock down trees, and tear down
electrical wires. The storm's heavy rains and huge waves that are made by the
strong winds cause flooding. During strong hurricanes, the sea can rise more

than 5 meters (16.5 feet) higher than normal. This high water is called a storm

surge. The flooding from a hurricane often kills more people than the winds do.
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(¢ &V J\¢=) Comprehension skills

Mark box a ,b , or ¢ with an X before the choice that best completes each sentence .

Recalling facts :

1-meteorologists call a

hurricane a:

2-A hurricane grows

weaker when it moves over

3-A storm surge occurs

when:

a) tropical storm.

a)land. .

a) heavy rains hit land.

b) tropical cyclone. [

b)warm water.

b) strong winds knock over

trees.

c)spirit of the wind.

c) tropical oceans.

c) the water in the ocean
suddenly gets higher. .

4—- A hurricane can form

only in an area of :

5—-a storm with heavy rains
and winds of at least

119K.m per hour is a:

a) cold, dry air.

a) hurricane. .

b) low—pressure air. .

b) thunderstorm.

c) high—pressure air

c) tropical storm.
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1-from the article, you can conclude that

a hurricane could from:

2- most people who are killed during

hurricanes probably:

a)above an icy lake.

a) drown. .

b) over a large desert.

b) are burned.

C) over an ocean. .

c) are struck by flying objects.

3- from the article, you can conclude

that hurricanes are storms that:

4-you can also conclude that hurricanes

form:

a) can kill. .

ajonly in certain places. .

b) are harmless.

b) everywhere in the world.

c) are dangerous only sometimes.

c) over every body of water in the world.
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Reading strategies:

1-recognizing words in context:

Find the word calm in the article. One definition below is closest to the meaning
of that word. One definition has the opposite or nearly the opposite meaning
.The remaining definition has a meaning that has nothing to do with the other
two words. Label the definitions C for closest, O for opposite or nearly opposite,

and U for unrelated.

O a) loud and wild.

C  b) quiet and peaceful.

U c) sad and lonely.
2-Distinguishing Fact from Opinion

Two of the statements below present facts, which can be proved. The other
statement is an opinion , Which expresses someone's thoughts or beliefs. Label

the statements F for fact and O for opinion.
F a) cold air forms a high—pressure area.
O b) Hurricanes are scary storms.

F_ c) the center of a hurricane is called the eye.

3-Making correct inferences
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Two of the statements below are correct inferences, or reasonable guesses,
that are based on information in the article . the other statement is an incorrect,
or faulty, inference. Label the statements C for correct inference and | for

incorrect inference.

C a) people should find a safe place to stay during a hurricane.

I b) once the eye of a hurricane passes, people are no longer in danger.
C c) without low—pressure air, hurricanes cannot form.
4-understanding main ideas :

One of the statements below expresses the main idea of the article. Another
statement is too general, or too broad. The other explains only part of the
article; it is too narrow. Label the statements M for main idea, B for too broad,

and N for too narrow.
N_ a) hurricanes can last for up to a few weeks.
M b) Hurricanes are powerful storms that need certain air and water.

B c) Hurricanes are storms that can be dangerous.
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Content -Area words
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Complete each sentence with a word from the box. Write the missing word on

the line.
Equator Air pressure | Flooding waves Damage
¢! gl ha S Laza Glliad GUA‘ ol

1-many of the homes in our town had great damage from the hurricane.

2-the ocean's huge waves caused flooding in many Florida neighborhoods.

3-in areas of high air pressure a hurricane cannot form.

4-places near the equator are usually warm all year.

5-the strong winds of the hurricane caused huge waves to crush onto the

beach.
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WE very next level of your life will demand a new you'
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