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where have all the Grasslands Gone: V\;\u‘)& <

Vocabulary

Content-Area words :

]1-ecosystem: plants and animals that live

together in an area of nature.

2—-Example: trees, birds, and bears are all

part of the forest's ecosystem.

3-destroyed: ruined or killed.

4— Example: the forest fire destroyed many

trees and plants

5- fertile: able to produce crops or plants

easily and plentifully.

6— Example :the corn grew well in the fertile

soill

7- government: people that control a place

such as a city, state, or country

8- Example :the governments of our city

uses tax money to keep to the streets clean

O- erosion: the slow wearing a way of soil

and rock, caused by water or wind

10— Example: erosion from the flowing

water had smoothed the rocks in the river.
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Academic English:

11- restore: to put something back the way

it was before

13- regions: parts or areas of something

14— Example: some regions of our country

have mountains, and others are flat
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Where have all the Grasslands Gone?

f Sl e Cond &yl

1) Grasslands in the United States once stretched from the Mississippi River to the Rocky

Mountains. The grasslands, also called prairies, were a home for grasses, herbs, birds,

rodents, and grazers, or animals that eat grasses.by eating grass, grazers such as

buffalo, deer, and elk kept the grasses from getting too long or wild.

fires also helped to maintain grasslands, or keep them healthy. fires cleared out old or

dead grass so that new grass could grow. the plants and animals that lived in the

grasslands needed one another to stay alive. For thousands of years, Native Americans

were a part of this ecosystem. they could find all of the things they needed to live on the

grasslands.
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2) Today only small areas of the grasslands are left. most of the grasslands have
been used for farming, covered with roads and cities, or used to raise cattle, such
as cows and bulls ..what destroyed the grasslands that once covered almost half
of the country? First, pioneers, or the first people other than native groups to
explore or live in an area, moved West and found the grasslands. Pioneers thought
the fertile soil of the grasslands was perfect for farming .They began to farm using
machines called plows. A new type of plow helped pioneer farmers cut easily

through the thick roots of the grass.
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3) buffalo were a second reason for the changes to the grasslands. Buffalo are large,
hairy, cowlike mammals with short horns and heavy, strong bodies. Pioneers hunted
buffalo for sport. Over 100 years, the number of buffalo went down from about 60

million to 1,000. Without buffalo grazing on the grasslands, certain kinds of plants grew
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strong and thick. These plants began to crowd out other plants.

4) The crops planted in the area were a third reason that the land changed. Without
the thick roots of grasses growing in it, the soil had nothing to hold it down during
windy winters. In the 192(0s much less rain fell than usual. The dry soil began to blow
away in the wind. The U.S. government wanted to help stop this soil erosion. It began
to buy back land from farmers. In 1960 about 1.6 million hectares (4 million acres) of

this land became grasslands owned by the government.
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/5) Today people are working to restore grasslands. They are trying to help return them\
to the way they once were. These people carefully plant grasses and other plants that
once grew on the prairies. They bring in buffalo to live and graze on the sites. By
studying the grasslands, the people hope to learn as much as they can. They hope to

protect the small regions of grassland we have left, and to keep them healthy.
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(p4)) &) \¢s) Comprehension skills

Mark box a ,b , or ¢ with an X before the choice that best completes each sentence .

Recalling facts
1—-grassland once 2-in the 1920s, soil erosion
covered: occurred in places where:
a) the world. a) buffalo had eaten all the
grass.

b) the entire United States. | b) grassland had been
replaced by crops. .

C) almosllf of the United | c) tall grasses had crowded

States. out other plants.
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3— pioneers moving

west:

4- Grassland is made up of:

a) protected buffalo from

hunters.

a) grasses and herbs. .

b) found the grasslands to
be perfect farmland. .

b) swamps and marshes.

c) found that the

grasslands were not worth

farming.

c) large trees and mountains.
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for thousands of years, —5-
the grasslands provided

food for:

Cattle ranchers. —a

Pioneer farmers. -b

Native Americans. —c
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Understanding ideas

(CsSope¥) O sibal sall) Heaallagigh - [

1-According to the article, people can

2-A natural part of a healthy grassland

help restore the grasslands by: is:
a)hunting buffalo. a) fire..
b) keeping buffalo off protected sites. b) plowing.
c) bringing buffalo to live on protected sites. | c) ranching.

3- from the article, you can conclude
that not all grassland will be restored,

because:

4- from the article, you can conclude

that:

a) buffalo have become extinct.

a) all grassland will disappear forever.

b) some people want to use the land for

other things. .

b) the grasslands will never again be in

danger.

c) most of the soil has been poisoned with

weed killers.

c) some grassland will be restored and
protected. .

if you were walking through a —5-

prairie, you would be most likely to

see:
A lion.-a
. A goat.-b
A rabbit.-c
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Reading strategies:

1-recognizing words in context:

-
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Find the word studying in the article. One definition below is closest to the meaning of that

word. One definition has the opposite or nearly the opposite meaning .The remaining

definition has a meaning that has nothing to do with the other two words. Label the

definitions C for closest, O for opposite or nearly opposite, and U for unrelated.

C a) looking closely at.

O b) ignoring.
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U c) feeding.

2-Distinguishing Fact from Opinion

Two of the statements below present facts, which can be proved. The other statement is
an opinion , Which expresses someone's thoughts or beliefs. Label the statements F for

fact and O for opinion.
O a) the grasslands are more beautiful now than they were 100 years ago.
F_ b) farming is one reason the grasslands almost disappeared.

F_ c) Fires help, rather than destroy, grasslands.

3-Making correct inferences

Two of the statements below are correct inferences, or reasonable guesses, that are based
on information in the article . the other statement is an incorrect, or faulty, inference. Label

the statements C for correct inference and | for incorrect inference.
C a) the grasslands need grazers, such as buffalo, to stay healthy.
C b) farming was good for pioneers but bad for the grasslands.

I c) the government has given up on the grasslands and left them alone.

A-understanding main ideas :

One of the statements below expresses the main idea of the article. Another statement is
too general, or too broad. The other explains only part of the article; it is too narrow. Label

the statements M for main idea, B for too broad, and N for too narrow.

B a) Most of the American grasslands have disappeared.
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N_ b) the use of plows is one reason the grasslands were almost destroyed.

M_ c) Huge areas of American grassland were destroyed by farmers and hunters, but

today people are working to restore and protect them.
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Expanding vocabulary:

Read each item carefully. Write on the line the word or phrase that best completes

each sentence .

1- For thousands of years, the ecosystem of the grasslands included plants, animals,

and Native American people.

Jungle grasslands swamp
2- the plow destroyed the roots of grasses by cutting them.

Cutting eating burning

3- soil that is fertile is perfect for farming .
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Plowing digging farming
4- The thick roots of prairie grasses help prevent soil erosion.

Leaves roots stems
5- The U.S. government wants to help restore the grasslands.

Cry plant crops help
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